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• Raise Awareness about the importance of 
digital accessibility

• Discuss steps, tools, and resources to 
enhance digital accessibility

Objectives



Disabilities may be visible or 
invisible and can limit 

physical, mental, sensory, or 
cognitive abilities, including 

mobility, developmental, 
sensory, or mental health 

disorders.

Digital 
Accessibility?

What is Accessibility and what 
makes it digital?



Importance of Digital 

Accessibility



Inaccessible digital platforms not only exclude individuals 
but also pose significant legal and ethical risks for 

organisations.

• Social and Ethical Implications

• Legal and Compliance Requirements

• Economic Benefits

• Enhanced User Experience



“Approximately 1.3 billion people, or about 16% 
of the global population, live with some

form of disability.”



“Did you know over 70% of digital 
platforms have key accessibility 
failures? This impacts millions of 

users worldwide”



“Over 96% of the top one million 
web pages have accessibility 

issues, indicating
widespread non-compliance 
with accessibility standards.”



“There has been a sharp increase in web accessibility lawsuits.”

The estimated cost of a web accessibility lawsuit is $100,000.



Common types of 
disabilities affecting 

digital access
Visual

Impairment
(3.6% of the World’s 

population)

Hearing Loss
(5.6% of the World’s 

population)

Cognitive 
Disabilities
(1% of the World’s 

population)

Epilepsy
(0.6 - 1% of the global 

population)



Current Challenges in 

Digital Accessibility



Challenges

Complexity of Standards1

"Despite the existence of comprehensive guidelines 
like WCAG, many developers and designers find them 
difficult to implement."

Lack of Awareness2

"There is a significant lack of awareness and 
education among developers and designers about 
the importance of accessibility."

Implementation Issues3

"Even when there is awareness, implementing these 
standards can be inconsistent and challenging."



Proposed 
Solutions

Complexity of Standards1

Providing better education and training for 
developers and designers.

Lack of Awareness2

Raising awareness about the importance of digital 
accessibility and prioritising accessibility 

Implementation Issues3

Establish clear and consistent guidelines within 
organizations for designers and developers.



COMMON ACCESSIBILITY FAILURES

Low Contrast Text Empty Links
Empty Buttons

Missing Alternative 
Text for Images

Missing Form 
Input Labels

Missing Document 
Language



Accessibility Standards, 

Tools and Resources



The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 
(WCAG) are part of a series of web 

accessibility guidelines and 
recommendations for making Web 

content more accessible, primarily for 
people with disabilities—but also for all 

user agents, including highly limited 
devices, such as mobile phones. 

WCAG

https://www.w3.org/WAI/standards-guidelines/wcag/



The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a 
civil rights law that prohibits discrimination 
against individuals with disabilities in many 
areas of public life, including jobs, schools, 

transportation, and many public and private 
places that are open to the general public.

ADA

https://adata.org/learn-about-ada



The European accessibility act is a directive that 
aims to improve the functioning of the internal 

market for accessible products and services, by 
removing barriers created by divergent rules in 

Member States. It requires some everyday 
products and services to be accessible for 

persons with disabilities.

EAA

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp



Digital 
Accessibility 
Tools

Testing and Evaluation Tools

WAVE, Lighthouse, Tenon.io, SiteImprove.

1

Assistive Technologies

Screen Readers, Screen Magnifiers, Speech 

Recognition Softwares.

2

Development and Design Tools

Accessibility Developer Tools like Browser 

Extensions, and WordPress Plugins like 

Equalize Digital Accessibility Checker.

3

Content Management Tools

Content creating tools that provide built-in 

features to check for accessibility, like Word 

Processors and Adobe Acrobat Pro.

4



Digital 
Accessibility 
Resources

WebAIM (Web Accessibility in Mind)

WordPress Accessibility Meetup

https://www.a11yproject.com/resources/
The A11Y Project

https://woocommerce.com/posts/accessibility-ecommerce/
WooCommerce Accessibility Guidelines

https://www.a11y-collective.com/
A11Y Collective











Design/Develop with Accessibility in 
mind

Spread the Good Word about 
Accessibility

Contribute to Accessibility 
Initiatives



https://wcapd.org.za/



Next Step: State of Digital 

Accessibility in Africa





Thank you 
for listening!

www.femiyb.com

femiyb@gmail.com
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